
Drama 
 

Intent 
Outstanding teaching and learning: 
The plays, themes and cultural history explored, combined with the highest standards of 
communication, analytical and evaluative skills provide an academic rigour to the practical and 
written work. 
 
Excellence in theatre performance 
We are student-centred and believe that young people should be treated as artists, as their work 
builds on great effort, imagination, personal ideas and creative problem solving. We teach students 
the very highest standards of performance skills to allow their creative ideas to be unleashed at 
Kingsdale and beyond. 
 
Explore our heritage and modernity 
We explore our heritage and modernity through a diverse range of plays that encompass the cannon 
and look beyond Britain to international works. We seek to challenge the lack of presence of female 
writers and those from diverse backgrounds in British theatre. 
 
Bridge the gap in cultural capital 
Through opportunities to delve into the cultural and literary history of drama our students are able 
to build their knowledge and cultural capital. Drama is used to promote creativity, problem solving, 
creative leadership, self-discipline and confidence. Outside of the classroom our students are able to 
learn from professional actors, writers and directors to help them understand the opportunities in 
the arts, empowering them as cultural citizens. 
 

Enrichment & Extra-Curricular 
We offer a range of educational opportunities for students to develop skills, create performances 
and understand careers in the performing arts. These include: 
 
Trips 
Our students see the very best in London theatre with all trips offered at a discount and at least one 
a term that is free. Since September 2021 these have included: ‘Is God Is’ (Royal Court), ‘Hamlet’ 
(Young Vic), ‘Love & Other Forms of Violence’ (Donmar Warehouse), ‘Camp Seigfried’ (Old Vic) and 
‘White Noise’ (Bridge Theatre). We attend over twenty theatre trips a year. 
 
Extra-Curricular 
We offer a lower school and upper school production in the autumn term, as well as a range of 
performance events for our sixth form scholars. These have included: 

• Festival of Black Writing (December 2021) – This highly accomplished production featured 
30 performers from years 9-13, directed by A level student directors & Mr Golding. Musical 
direction was by Mr Williams and featured a 10-piece live band and singers. 

• Edgar Alan Poe Immersive production (January 2022) – 0ver 80 students from lower school 
creating an original production directed by Mr Milton.  



• Love Letter to London (July 2020) – Online production featuring 9 student directors 
mentored by Mr Golding, rehearsed over Zoom and featuring scenes and songs about 
London. 

• Henry V by William Shakespeare (December 2019) – Over 100 students involved on stage 
and in technical theatre roles as we performed this classic production in-the-round. 

• New Writing Festival (November 2019) – Our sixth form scholars participated in a new 
writing programme ran by the National Theatre called ‘New Views’. Two of the plays were 
produced in our own festival with year 10 students directed by the playwrights themselves. 
Of almost 400 plays, Tilly Cater Thorp and Alida Charles Damtoft were long-listed and Alida 
then went into be shortlisted (top 10). Her work was staged professionally at the National 
Theatre in July 2019. 

• Cathy (November 2018) – This production was devised by the company of year 9-11 
students, using ‘Cathy Come Home’. It explored the impact of the housing crisis and 
homelessness on Londoners. Directed by Miss Coulbeck. 

• A Christmas Carol (December 2018) – Over 100 students across years 7-9 were involved on 
stage and in the technical theatre team. This production was directed by Mrs Kelly with a 
live band and singers directed by Mr Williams. 

External Partnerships 
We provide opportunities for learners to meet professional writers, directors and designers through 
workshops at theatres as well as through bespoke opportunities provided in school. This has 
included: 

We also work closely with the Old Vic and have had online workshops looking at the craft of the 
director as well as enjoying streamed productions of A Monster Calls and A Christmas Carol. Rather 
than the usual in-house workshop we have moved our professional partnerships online. These have 
included leading theatre director Katie Mitchell, allowing our A level group to gain insight into the 
nature of her work in theatre and opera across Europe. Our GCSE groups met award winning 
playwright Lolita Chakraborti who provided a fascinating online workshop on the play Red Velvet, 
about the actor Ida Aldridge. 

 
  



Intent 
Our curriculum is designed to provide opportunities for students to gain knowledge, skills and 
understanding with the artistic practice of drama. The curriculum offers contemporary connections 
to theatre practice as well as a foundation in key historical movements in theatre. The curriculum is 
broken up into the following strands: 
 

Key stage 3 
• Text-based drama: Explore plays and their social, historical and cultural context. 
• Devised Drama: Develop skills in the creation and development of original ‘devised’ drama. 
• Theatrical style or practitioner: Develop skills and understanding dramatic styles and 

historical movements in theatre. 
 

Key stage 4 
• COMP1 - Understanding Drama: A Taste of Honey is the set text and the production of 

Yerma by Simon Stone (after Lorca) for the theatre review. 
• COMP2 – Devising Drama: Creation and performance of devised drama as performer or 

designer. Performance is accompanied with a devising log which details the process and 
evaluates the final piece. 

• COMP 3 – Texts in Practice: Performance of two extracts from one play (as performer or 
designer). 

 

Key stage 5 
• COMP1 – Drama & Theatre: Antigone and Metamorphosis are the set text and there are a 

range of productions used for the live theatre review. 
• COMP2 – Creating original drama: Creation and performance of devised drama as 

performer or designer. Performance is accompanied with a Working Notebook which details 
the process and evaluates the final piece. 

• COMP 3 – Making Theatre: Practical exploration and interpretation of three extract each 
from a different play. Followed by a reflective report. 

 

Implementation 
Each of the three strands in drama are interleaved to enable learners to make connections as well as 
improve their long-term memory and acquisition of a wide range of skills. For the exam set texts we 
teach them across the entirety of the course to enable greater depth in knowledge and 
understanding. We engage learners in the process of making theatre from the generation of ideas, 
through the explorative process of development before seeing the final works. As students develop 
in their creating skills, we provide greater challenge with theatrical styles and practitioners whose 
work offers connections to key stage 4 and 5. This begins with the basis of theatrical conventions for 
performance and develops in complexity as we explore Commedia dell’arte and the power dynamics 
and specific staging conventions, through to Greek theatre and the more complex choral 
conventions. We then help them develop the language and understanding to make and identify 
meaning in their own work and that of others. We teach analysis and evaluation across all years as 
students learnt to critically evaluate the work of their own, their peers and professional theatre 
makers. 

The curriculum connects to English in terms of spoken language (adapting, creating and sustain 
roles), reading critically (how the work of dramatists is communicated effectively through 
performance) and spoken English. The curriculum connects to dance and music in terms of the 
analysis of meaning and the creative process of collaborative works. 



 
Assessment 
 
Key stage 3 
The assessment system has a clear trajectory that connects to the key stage 4 and 5 curriculum, as 
well as being inspired by the best assessment systems internationally. 
AO1: Creating - Create, develop and refine ideas to communicate meaning. (30%) 
AO2: Directing - Direct others in the creation and development of drama (10%) 
AO3: Performing - Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance. (30%) 
AO4: Evaluating - Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. (20%) 
 
Key stage 4 & 5 (AQA) 
AO1: Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance. (KS4) 
AO2: Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance. 
AO3: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed. 
AO4: Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. 
 
Key stage 5 only 
AO1: Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning as part of the theatre making process, 
making connections between dramatic theory and practice. 
 
Curriculum Impact 
We review the effectiveness of our curriculum on a regular basis through measures that engage a 
wide array of stakeholders: 
• Student voice – We draw upon students’ experience of their learning and how it has enabled 

them to progress in their knowledge and understanding. 
• CPD – We use a range of training opportunities to develop our staff experience and to focus on 

specific gaps in learning. 
• Engagement with national bodies – We engage closely with the drama teaching profession 

through the professional network and theatre partnerships we have developed. This means we 
are able to compare our curriculum to other elite establishments to help refine and improve. 

• Engagement with research – We draw upon the latest research to ensure our curriculum and 
pedagogy is grounded in a strong evidence base, as well as working with Goldsmith university to 
bring in the latest practice in drama teaching. 

• Engagement with professional theatre – We regularly have theatre makers seeing the work 
produced by our students and this enables us to question the way our learners progress through 
our curriculum and the areas we can develop further. 
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